1. Describe how the courses offered in the program meet the needs of the discipline(s) and the students.  (This may be answered through descriptive narrative evaluation or quantitative research).

The fundamentals of mathematics have not changed significantly in recent years.  The curriculum includes courses which teach or review basic math skills, courses which meet specific transfer requirements for UC, CSU, IGETC, and courses that are stated prerequisites for work in fields such as chemistry, business, and computer science.

Most of our students are initially placed in the non-transferable courses of Math 120 and below.  These courses include everyday math skills as well as introductory material for college level work.  Math 110 meets our graduation requirement, and Math 120 serves as a prerequisite for all transferable math courses.

Some beginning courses (such as Math 110) are offered in an alternate version (Math 111-112) to allow students to work through the subject at a slower pace.  Individual sections of such courses may also be directed at specific student populations such as Women in Transition, etc.

Courses above Math 120 meet IGETC and GE requirements at UC and CSU and are essential courses for math and science majors.

Math 130 (Trigonometry) and the two versions of calculus primarily serve students with significant math requirements at their transfer schools.  Math 251-253 is a reform calculus sequence for math/science majors and Math 241-242 is a sequence which meets other calculus requirements (Business, Biology, etc.).

Students whose majors do not have substantial math components have additional choices to satisfy their quantitative reasoning GE requirement.  Math 150 (Math for Elementary School Teachers) is a recently developed course with an obvious goal.  Math 201 (Quantitative Reasoning) was developed for students who prefer to meet requirements outside of the traditional subdivisions such as statistics or trigonometry.  Math 200 (Statistics) is useful for math/science majors, but also provides an appropriate transfer course for such majors as Social Science, Psychology, or Business.

The curriculum also includes courses (Math 650, Math 815) which do not provide transferable or AA degree applicable units.  These courses involve tutoring, workshops, discussion, and directed learning aimed at enhancing retention and success.

